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SUBJECT: BOTSWANA CRITICIZES LESOTHO'S POSITION ON DETENTE 

REF: LUSAKA 326 

1. IN CONVERSATION WITH ME MARCH 4, MINISTER OF STATE FOR 
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MOGWE COMMENTED ON LESOTHO FOREIGN 
MINISTER JOSEPH KOTSOKWANE'S STATEMENT DURING THE RECENT 
OAU COUNCIL OF MINISTERS MEETING CRITICIZING PRESIDENTS 

OF BOTSWANA, TANZANIA AND ZAMBIA FOR TALKS WITH SOUTH 
AFRICA ON THE RHODESIAN CONSTITUTIONAL DISPUTE. ALSO, DURING 
RADIO AND PRESS INTERVIEWS HERE, MOGWE DESCRIBED 
KOTSOKWANE'S STATEMENT AS "DOUBLE EDGED" AND "CRYPTIC." 

2. MOGWE TOLD ME BOTSWANA WAS SURPRISED BY KOTSOKWANE'S 
POSITION SINCE LESOTHO HAD BEEN BRIEFED TWICE PRIOR TO THE 
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ANC NATIONALISTS AND THE THREE PRESIDENTS. MOGWE SAID HE 
EVEN WENT TO KOTSOKWANE'S HOTEL ROOM LATE AT NIGHT DURING 
THE RECENT OAU COUNCIL MEETING TO BRIEF HIM ON FEB 9 LUSAKA 
TALKS IN WHICH SOUTH AFRICAN FOREIGN MINISTER MULLER PARTICI- 
PATED. MOGWE SAID KOTSOKWANE AT NO TIME VOICED ANY 
OPPOSITION TO TALKS WITH SOUTH AFRICA ON RHODESIA. 

3. MOGWE ASSERTED THAT KOHSOKWAND MADE TWO INTERVENTIONS 
AT THE OAU COUNCIL MEETING STRESSING THE ABSENCE OF ANY 
SIGNIFICANT CHANGE UN OHE HOUTH AFRICAN APARTHEID SYSTEM 
AND RAISING QUESTIONS ABOUT THE WISDOM OF DIALOGUE WITH 
SOUTH AFRICA. HE MADE NO DISTINCTION BETWEEN AFRICAN HEADS 
OFSTATE EFFORTS TO WORK TOWARDS A SETTLEMENT IN RHODESIA 
AND THE EVENTS IN WEST AFRICA INCLUDING TOLBERT-VORSTER 
MEETING AND THE VISIT OF THE CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC DELEGA- 
TION TO SOUTH AFRICA. MOGWE SAID BOTSWANA SAW NOTHING 
WRONG IN TALKING WITH SOUTH AFRICA ABOUT RHODESIA AS LONG 
AS THE ANC NATIONALISTS WERE ALSO INVOLVED. 

4. COMMENT: GOB OFFICIALS SEEM TO BE VERY CONCERNED 
ABOUT LESOTHO'S POSITION, PARTICULARLY SINCE LESOTHO TOPPED 
THE LIST OF COUNTRIES FAVORING DIALOGUE WITH SOUTH AFRICA IN 
1971. THESE OFFICIALS FEEL THAT LESOTHO'S CURRENT POSITION 
REFLECTS (A) THE PERSONAL AMBITIONS OF KOTSOKWANE TO CARVE 
OUT A LEADERSHIP ROLE FOR HIMSELF IN AFRICA; AND (B) THE GOL 
DESIRE TO ENHANCE ITS CREDIBILITY AMONG AFRICAN NATIONALIST 
GOVERNMENTS. 
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